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thirteen miles in length, and was planned to transport freight around 
the Winnebago Rapids at what is now Neenah. This La Fontaine 
Railroad Company was the first in the Territory to secure a charter, 
which was granted by the legislature at Belmont, December 3, 1836. 
Martin succeeded in firing the imagination of Webster by his 
description of the importance of the Fox- Wisconsin waterway, and 
March 24, 1837, Webster wrote him from New York to invest $5,000 
in the stock of the railroad (Wisconsin Mss. 5C83). June 28, 1837 
Martin replied (Ibid, 110) saying that the capital stock was $50,000 
"of which we do not think it necessary to call in over one-half. Doty 
took 20. I put you down for 10 & took the balance myself. I con- 
ceived you would prefer that amount since it would only require 
to be paid the sum for which you authorize me to draw on you." 
Martin goes on to discuss the liberal terms of the charter, which they 
were planning to have amended by still more liberal provisions at 
the next legislature. He discusses land grants along the right of 
way. The engineer they expect has not yet arrived. He closes with 
a cordial invitation to Webster to visit Green Bay and be his guest. 
The negotiation seems to have ended at this point. The panic 
of 1837 came on and Martin was badly hampered by his connections 
with the bank of Green Bay and by his large speculative enterprises. 
No action was ever taken on the railway charter, and in all proba- 
bility Webster was never called upon for his subscription to the 
company's stock. 

NAMES PROPOSED FOR A NEW TOWN 

We would appreciate it if you would let us know where we can 
get some information relative to the early history of Wisconsin, 
especially that part of the state through which the Chippewa River 
flows. We would like to get the names of some early explorers and 
Indian chiefs that make a part of the history of Sawyer County. 
Or, could you give us a number of names that you think would be 
typical of the region referred to that would make a good name for 
a small village.'' 

Wisconsin Colonization Company, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

We have looked somewhat into the matter suggested in your 
letter of May 17 and have the following suggestions to make in 
connection with it. 
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First, since Sawyer County is drained by the Chippewa River, 
and since the first person of the English race who is known to have 
visited that region was the famous traveler, Jonathan Carver, the 
name Carver would seem to be an appropriate one for the village you 
have in mind. 

Second, the first resident fur traders of Sawyer County were the 
Warren brothers and John Baptiste Corbin. Either Warren or 
Corbin would seem to us to make a good name for the town. Either 
name would also be easy to spell and sufliciently euphonious. 

Third, if an Indian name is desired, the first important Chippewa 
chief of this region was Sha-da-wish. Among his descendants were 
Ka-ka-ke, Labudee, Mon-so-ne, and Ke-dug-a-be-shew. The last two 
names mentioned mean respectively moose tail and spotted lynx. 

ORIGIN OF THE WORD "WINNEQUAH" 

Can you give me any information concerning the origin and 
historical significance of the name "Winnequah," applied to the point 
projecting into Lake Monona? 

Feederick Bhandenburg, 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

The site of Winnequah was originally known as Strawberry Point, 
Squaw Point, Old Indian Garden, and Wood's Point. It was the 
village home for the Lake Monona Winnebago, and when Madison 
was first built it was occupied by Abraham Wood, who had a Winne- 
bago chief's daughter for his squaw. She was one of the illustrious 
family of Decorah, and her father was chief of the band in the vicinity 
of Portage. In 1835 William B. Long and Abraham Wood entered 
the fifty-two acres of the point in the Mineral Point land office, and 
three years later, March 24, 1838, transferred their interest to Col. 
William B. Slaughter. After this transaction Wood moved to Poy- 
nette. Slaughter kept the land as an investment. Thomas B. Sutherr 
land, one of the founders of the State Historical Society, was wont 
to relate his experiences as surveyor in 1835 when he spent some time 
at the Indian village at Strawberry Point. The name "Winnequah" 
was bestowed upon the point some time in the late sixties by Capt. 
Francis (Frank) Barnes who ran a steamboat line on Lake Monona. 
Barnes had a fancy for odd names ; one of his boats was named the 
"Scutanaubequon." He built a dancing hall on the point and fitted 



